Draft Only – PREFACE TO THE 
AUSTRALIAN 80TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE REPRINT


The Ruby Jubilee of Alcoholics Anonymous in Australia is commemorated by a special reprint of the Second Edition of the Australian Big Book, the Basic Text for Alcoholics Anonymous, which was first published in Australia in 2015 to celebrate our 70th anniversary. It is important to note that this undertaking to mark our 80th anniversary is a reprint only and not a new edition. As such, the only new information in this book which is not in the Second Edition is this Preface. Our General Service Conference has approved a ‘one-off’ reprint of 5,000 copies. 

We dedicate this reprint to everyone who has walked through the doors of Alcoholics Anonymous in the last eighty years and who has played their part in keeping our Fellowship united and attainable for all.

This occasion is also to acknowledge all the non-alcoholic friends of Alcoholics Anonymous, who through their guidance, patience, support, and friendship aided in ensuring that our Fellowship stayed relevant and true to our singleness of purpose, thus enabling us to continue to carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic.

Thirty years ago, to celebrate our fiftieth anniversary of Alcoholics Anonymous in Australia, a ‘one-off’ publication was printed of Alcoholics Anonymous – The Australian Edition (known also as the Australian Commemorative Edition or the ‘Australian Red Big Book’). It was limited to 5,000 copies and whilst initially the books were slow to sell, they are now collector items.  In the Preface of the Australian Commemorative Edition, the Fellowship’s gratitude and appreciation was expressed to the pioneers of A.A. both in America and in Australia. Again, our love and appreciation for these wonderful people – alcoholics and non-alcoholics alike - cannot be overstated. 


The number ‘80’ is of some significance in A.A. history. In 2003, Time Magazine, celebrated its eightieth birthday, and printed a special edition listing the eighty most important days in American history. One of those days is the 10 June 1935, also known as Founders Day, signifying the beginning of our beloved Alcoholics Anonymous.


During the ten years since the release of the Second Edition of the Australian Big Book, our Fellowship has been confronted with a world-wide pandemic which has necessitated the Fellowship grappling with a greater take up of virtual meetings. In some respects, this has been a positive in that disadvantaged and remote members have been able to connect more easily and frequently with the Fellowship. There has also been challenges with members not being able to attend face to face meetings for periods of time, impacting the ability for one alcoholic to talk to another. In 2022, our Australian Membership Survey revealed at that time, 88% of those that responded to the survey reported attending virtual meetings, and 48% reported attending a mix of virtual and face to face meetings. Of those attending virtual meetings, 60% reported that it was due to ease of attendance. 

Australia was the first country outside North America to start meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous. Although there was dialogue emanating from Australia with A.A. World Services from 1942, the first such meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous in Australia is generally accepted as 1 March 1945 in Sydney. Today an A.A. presence can be found in approximately 180 countries. Australia is believed to have a Fellowship of approximately 21,000 members and 2,000 registered groups each carrying the message to the alcoholic who still suffers.
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